
 

 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Town of Shelburne 

Natural Resources and Conservation Committee 
 

Shelburne Town Offices – Meeting Room 2  

7:00 PM  

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

 

 Call to Order and approve Agenda: – 7:00-7:05  

 Review and Approve Minutes: – 7:05-7:10 

 March Meeting 

 Public Comment (for issues not on agenda): –7:10-7:15 

 New Form-Based Zoning Review re: NR issues – Invite Kate Lalley (see attached) 
7:15-7:30 

 Development Review: – 7:30-7:45 

 Kwiniaska  - comments on site walk/ new comments to DRB 

 Other projects  (reviewed and anticipated) 

 Conservation Issues (Exec Session as required upon proper finding): – 7:45-8:00 

 Stormwater discussions and reports 8:00-8:15 

 Water Matters meeting 

 Schedule Andres Torrizo for next meeting (Susan) 8:15-8:20 
 

 Updates and Ongoing Committee Business: - 8:20-8:45  

 CBC Questionnaire   (see attached) 

 Committee membership 

 Cross-committee collaboration  

 Update re: VT Railway project 

 Open Space Plan 

 Other Business: – 8:45-8:55 

 Adjourn: – 8:55   

     

 

  
 

 

 

Reasonable accommodations shall be provided upon request to ensure that this meeting 

is accessible to all individuals regardless of disability 

 

Meetings/Hearings to Remember 

April 20 DRB - Kwiniaska 

  



 

 

How FBZ addresses Stormwater (SW) management and water resource 

protection in the Route 7 corridor: 
Relative to the rest of Shelburne, Rt. 7 north poses the largest potential impact to Lake 
Champlain.  Rt. 7's gradual urbanization without adequate SW regulations over time has created 

many problems with water quality and quantity. All building on the land impacts the natural 

water cycle but some forms of building are worse than others.  On Rt. 7 a pattern of low-density 

development has resulted in many impervious surfaces (parking lots, roofs) that generate run off 

that negatively impacts Lake Champlain.   FBZ affords flexibility our current zoning lacks to 

account for natural systems and environmental efficiency while at the same time achieving 

desired design priorities.  The proposed FBZ regulations provide a template for managing SW 
elsewhere in the town.  FBZ gives the town a means it currently lacks to effectively address 
problems caused by SW runoff.   

Development achieved under FBZ can reduce impacts to Lake Champlain.  To improve the 

health of the watershed, you must reduce the overall amount of impervious paving in the 

watershed.  Current zoning incentivizes development of remaining “greenfield” lots. Kinney 

Drug, Tractor Supply, Rice Lumber all involve greenfield development. 

Current zoning is a “one size fits all approach” applied to the entire and which does not account 

for varied site conditions and areas where resource protection is necessary.  FBZ organizes 

development in a pattern of “nodes and segments” and “character districts”.  For example, the 

Green Corridor is a character district that includes the impaired Monroe’s Brook.  Property 
owners retain existing development rights along the road near the brook but gain the right to 

develop more densely on land AWAY from the brook.  This will help maintain the existing 

fluvial buffer.  

 

The finer grained FBZ regulations enable development that is compact, connected, pedestrian 

friendly, and features high quality public spaces.  New and redevelopment everywhere in the 

corridor will be achieved on overall smaller site footprints.  In addition, compact development 
will be organized into blocks and streets that feature street trees and on-street parking to 
reduce on-site parking requirements.  Impacts from impervious surfaces can be further reduced 
through on-site mitigations to capture and contain run-off.  Finally, having more services in 

walking proximity to existing neighborhoods reduces dependence on cars for every trip. The 

proposed FBZ regulations enable future development to be located where it makes sense for it to 

be, not where it doesn't.   
 

Less overall impervious surface improves the health of the entire watershed and protects 

properties within it.  FBZ helps the town to mitigate SW in locations with the most serious 

problems.  FBZ enables the commercial development the Town seeks to emerge in a manner 

that’s compatible with natural resource protection.  As proposed, FBZ allows SW impacts to be 

measured and addressed at the level of the individual site or property. However, FBZ as a 

regulatory framework can be calibrated so that site processes and systems in the aggregate are 

taken into account, for instance at the scale of a sub watershed.  Having the flexibility to expand 

applicability of the regulations “baked in” provides a means to meet more ambitious hydrology 
goals that may be required in the future.  

 

Using FBZ to fix SW can reduce taxpayer burdens.   We know the cost of complying with 

Federal and State regulations will be at least $8 million. Tying SW compliance to a property's 

development rights and potential reduces costs to the Town of complying with tighter SW 

regulations.  By incentivizing redevelopment of existing vacant lots FBZ shifts more of the costs 



 

 

of compliance to the private sector.  In return for their investment in these properties, developers 

receive higher densities and a streamlined predictable approval process because all requirements 

are known at the outset.   FBZ will help the town addresses its SW problems, protect water 

resources, AND achieve a desirable new pattern of development that is "good for business".    

 

 

 


