
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Natural Resources and Conservation Meeting 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016  

 

Attendance:   
Members Attending  
Gail Albert (Chair); Sean MacFaden (Vice Chair); Peg Rosenau, Joshua Dein, Joanna Ralston, Thomas Newcomb, Peter 
Antinozzi; Don Rendall (arrived at 7:10 PM)  

 
Others Attending  

Jerry Storey 

 

Staff Attending  

Dean Pierce 

 

Call to Order:  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by Chair Gail Albert. 

 

Review and approve Agenda:  

Approval of the agenda was moved by Thomas Newcomb, seconded by Joshua Dein.   The agenda was approved 
unanimously. 

 

Review and approve Minutes:  

Approval of the December meeting minutes was moved by Joshua Dein, seconded by Peg Rosenau. The minutes were 
approved unanimously. 

 

Public Comment (for issues not on agenda): 

Jerry Storey, a member of the DRB speaking as an individual, appeared and addressed the committee. He commented 
on the opportunities for improving communication between the SNRCC and others bodies, including the DRB and the 
Selectboard.  He expressed considerable interest in matters relating to stormwater, a topic acknowledged to be of 
interest to the SNRCC.  It is felt that the SNRCC could play an important role in educating members of the public about 
stormwater. Other stormwater topics were also discussed at some length. Jerry offered to assist through participation in 
conversations, working group, etc.  

 

Peter Antinozzi departed the meeting. 
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Development Review: 

 
Gail Albert reported on the status of the Vermont Railway “intermodal facility” project. This project, which has been 
discussed at the last two Selectboard meetings, proposes construction of a rail transload facility, two large (1+ acre) salt 
enclosures, sheds, an office, and fueling area.  Committee members discussed a wide range of impacts the project could 
have on the natural and built environments (including impacts on highway safety).  At the conclusion of its discussion, 
the Committee agreed to send a letter expressing concern about the intermodal project to the Town Manager.  Thomas 
Newcomb will prepare a draft of the letter, which will be distributed.  The letter will be finalized by Gail.  Comments will 
be due to Gail by the middle of next week. 
 
Next, Dean Pierce described the information provided by Dave Marshall (of Civil Engineering Associates) in response to 
the Committee discussion on October 14. At the meeting held that date, Dave had committed to obtaining and sharing 
information about the residential building envelopes proposed as part of the Rice Lumber project.  As noted in the email 
Dave submitted on January 6, “The Finding in the Act 250 Land Use Permit is that the clearing for each of the lots shall 
be limited to the building envelope.” The group then briefly discussed other aspects of the Rice project, including the 
setback from the western boundary, stormwater facilities, and the location of natural communities and ‘rare, 
threatened, and endangered’ species.   
 
With regard to stormwater facilities incorporated into the Rice project, Don Rendall renewed some of his concerns and 
recommendations.  Joannah Ralston expressed hope for changes to local stormwater requirements that would provide 
the committee with more clout.   Jerry Storey announced that he would recuse himself from future review of the project 
by the DRB. He then suggested ways the SNRCC might improve its communication with the DRB. The SNRCC would like 
to be considered a resource by other boards and commissions. With regard to stormwater regulations, Dean Pierce 
mentioned the addition of stormwater requirements to the Form Based zoning proposal being developed by the 
Planning commission. In time, these requirements could be applied more broadly. 
 

 

Land Conservation Projects: 

  

Gail Albert reported briefly and generally on the recent Selectboard discussion (in Executive Session) of a conservation 
project.   

 

Budget Recommendations: 

 
Gail Albert also reported on the recent Selectboard discussion of the SNRCC’s request regarding the Open Space fund. 
The Selectboard is proposing a ballot item in the amount of $30,000.  This is below the Committee’s request but an 
increase over the amount presented to voters last year. 
 

Committee Membership: 

Gail Albert noted that Rob Scharf has previously expressed his intention to not seek reappointment to the SNRCC.  
Members were encouraged to “keep their ears to the ground” regarding possible replacement member.  The group also 
briefly discussed the role of student members. 

Open Space Plan: 

Peg Rosenau reported that the committee members working on the Open Space Plan have completed a new draft.  



 

 

She added that the next step is to identify “remaining pieces” that require attention, including the Conclusion.  The 
Introduction will be drafted when the rest of the document is complete.  Copies can be distributed electronically. 
Joannah Ralston expressed interest in incorporating a case study in the document.  Consensus was reached that the Zen 
Center project should be the subject of such a case study and that Chris Boget (of Lake Champlain Land Trust) should be 
invited to participate.  Joannah will attempt to arrange a meeting with Chris by mid-February. 
 

SNRCC Section of Town Report: 

Gail Albert received comments on the draft report circulated prior to the meeting. Gail will revise the draft to reflect the 
comments and consensus of the group.  
 

Town Meeting Day Presentation: 

Gail Albert reminded members of the need to prepare a presentation for Town Meeting Day.  She asked members to 
give thought to the contents of the presentation. Details will be discussed at the February meeting. 
 

Inter-committee Stormwater Discussion: 

Gail Albert reported very briefly on her attempt to engage Joe Colangelo regarding this issue. 

 

Other Business: 

Committee members briefly discussed the role the Lewis Creek Association might (LCA) play in addressing 
environmental issues in Shelburne. Analogous to the role that the SNRCC can serve as a resource to other Town 
committees, LCA can serve as a resource to SNRCC.  Committee members also briefly revisited the earlier discussion of 
stormwater, including addressing “hotspots” and funding possibilities for projects that combine open space protection 
and stormwater management.  

 
Peg Rosenau departed the meeting at 9:33. 

 

Adjournment: 

Following a motion by Sean MacFaden, seconded by Don Rendall, and a unanimous vote, the meeting adjourned at 9:42 
pm. 
 


