
 

SHELBURNE HISTORIC PRESERVATION & 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

February 25, 2016 

Minutes 

 

 

Members Attending:   
Fritz Horton, Tom Koerner, Dorothea Penar, David Webster 

 

Staff Attending:   

Dean Pierce, Susan Cannizzaro 

 

Call to Order: 

Fritz Horton called the meeting to order at 8:15 a.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

David Webster moved to approve the minutes of January 28, 2016.  Dorothea Penar 

seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 

Route 7 and Falls Road Sidewalk Project: 

The Vermont Agency of Transportation is looking for comments from the Commission 

regarding two proposed sidewalk projects.  The first will be on the west side of Route 7 

from the covered bridge at the Shelburne Museum to the entrance to the Town Offices.   

There was discussion about the need for this sidewalk since there is an existing sidewalk 

across the street.  The members also discussed the proposed removal of a tree to 

accommodate the sidewalk. 

 

David Webster moved to accept the Route 7 sidewalk as presented, as it will not create an 

undue adverse impact on the historic resources in the Village.  Dorothea Penar seconded 

the motion.  The motion was approved with a 3 to 1 vote, with Tom Koerner opposing. 

 

The other section of proposed sidewalk will be a small segment of approximately 140’ on 

the north side of Falls Road to the Laplatte Nature Park entrance.  The members agreed 

that this is a dangerous area for pedestrians and the sidewalk will be an improvement. 

 

Tom Koerner moved to accept the Falls Road sidewalk as presented, as it will not create 

an undue adverse impact on the historic resources in the Falls area.  Dorothea Penar 

seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 

Shelburne Fall District National Register Nomination: 

Dean Pierce reported that he has received a letter from Devin Coleman (which was 

previously distributed via email) and that he is suggesting that the boundary for the 

proposed Shelburne Falls National Register District be adjusted to make it “tighter”.  

Dorothea Penar commented that she is not surprised at this suggestion, but questioned if 

we can still capture the old school building because of its significance to the area.  Dean 
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will inquire about this.  Mr. Coleman suggested using CLG grant funding to complete the 

project.  Dean will look at the grant cycle and timeframe. 

 

Verizon Cellular Device: 

Dean Pierce reported that EBI Consulting is seeking input from the HP&DRC for a small 

cellular device proposed to be installed on the top of an existing utility pole in front of 

Village Wine & Coffee.  The device will add about 2 ½’ to the height of the pole and 

there will be wiring and conduits running down along the pole.  The members discussed 

the possibility of requesting that the equipment be installed on the north or south side of 

the pole and to be placed as high as possible.  Tom Koerner questioned if this proposal is 

the only possibility or if there are other options.  David Webster felt the photos and 

details provided by EBI Consulting are not sufficient for the Commission to review at 

this time. 

 

Following a brief discussion, Dorothea Penar moved to continue the discussion once 

additional information and clear photographs are received from EBI.  David Webster 

seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 

Design Review Guidelines Update: 

Dorothea Penar has provided several photographs to Dean which he will be giving to 

Brandy Saxton for the updated Design Review Guideline booklet. 

 

(Tom Koerner left the meeting.) 

 

Other Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items: 

Dean Pierce reported that the Planning Commission will be meeting tonight and the 

agenda includes discussions regarding dog daycare facilities, recommendations from the 

DRB for possible zoning changes, and the potential creation of a housing subcommittee 

or task force. 

 

Other Business: 

Tracey Beaudin, the Chair of the new mobile home park co-op, has contacted Dean 

Pierce inquiring why the park is part of the Village Design Review Overlay District and 

how they can potentially change that.  She may attend a future meeting to discuss this 

with the Commission. 

 

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Cannizzaro 


