
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Natural Resources and Conservation Meeting 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 9, 2016  

 

Attendance:   
Members Attending  
Gail Albert (Chair), Sean MacFaden (Vice Chair, who arrived at 6:10), Peg Rosenau, Susan Moegenburg, Rob Scharf, 
Thomas Newcomb (by telephone).  

 

Staff Attending  

Dean Pierce 

 

Invitees Attending  

Chris Snyder, Andy Rowe PE 

 

Others Attending  

Michael Regan, Laurie Caswell Burke, Faith Rushford, Kate Fournier, Tim Burke, Bonnie Christie, Emile 
Fournier, Wolfgang Dostmann, Dario Guizler, Joannah Ralston 

 

Call to Order:  

The meeting was called to order at 7:0PM by Chair Gail Albert. 

 

Review and approve Agenda:  

Approval of the Agenda was moved by Rob Scharf, seconded by Susan Moegenburg, and approved. 

 

Review and approve Minutes:  

The minutes for the meeting on February 9 were approved, with correction (adding open parenthesis following Mike 
O’Brien’s name). 

 

Public Comment (for issues not on agenda): 

None. 

 

Development Review: 

 
Snyder Homes proposal for portion of Kwiniaska property 
  

THE WRITTEN MINUTES ARE A SYNOPSIS OF DISCUSSION AT THE MEETING. MOTIONS ARE 

AS STATED BY THE MOTION MAKER.  MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE 
SHELBURNE NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE.  CHANGES, IF ANY, 

WILL BE RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE. 



 

 

A significant portion of the meeting was dedicated to a discussion of the 100-unit residential development proposed by 
Snyder Homes for a portion of the Kwiniaska golf course.  Chris Snyder and his engineer Andy Rowe PE were on hand to 
describe the project, which would be located on a 53 acre parcel located west of Spear Street.  Adjoining neighborhoods 
include Shelburne Heights, Boulder Hill, and Lilly Creek.  Several residents living in the vicinity of the project were 
present and took part in the discussion of the project.   
 
According to Chris Snyder, the project will feature three types of residential units: traditional single family homes, 
detached 1-story cottage homes, and attached townhouses.  It will include 19 acres of open space and a network of 8’ 
wide bicycle/multi-use paths.  Along the northern boundary of the project residential lots will be set back 140 feet from 
the property line, and in other areas the distance will be 50 feet.   As the applicant provided a description of the project, 
Gail Albert asked about nature of cottage homes, and Rob Scharf asked the retention of forested areas.  Don Rendall 
asked if pavement used to construct the bike paths would be permeable. (According to project engineer Andy Rowe, 
permeable paving is not proposed.)   
 

Neighbor Wolfgang Dostmann expressed concern about soil conditions on the site, which are heavy and were 
tiled to enhance drainage several years ago.  He also expressed concern about stormwater runoff. Neighbor 
Tim Burke commented on the potential impacts of construction-related blasting. According to Tim,  water flow 
can and does increase as a result of such activity, as was experienced following the installation of sewers in 
Shelburne Heights. Andy Rowe attempted to address concerns by contrasting the construction techniques 
used to install the sewer lines with those that would be used to develop the proposed project. Andy then 
provided a description of the stormwater management system envisioned for the project, which would 
include 2 large detention ponds, a collection system, as well as rain gardens.  
 
Susan Moegenburg sought clarification regarding the stormwater system, including the ponds.  Michael Regan 
commented on the limited detention provided by the existing pond and described the impact of a large 
rainstorm on properties along Webster Road. Andy Rowe contrasted the functioning of the existing pond with 
the type of pond that would replace it.  The new pond would be designed to accommodate and detain storms 
as large as the “100 year rain event.”  Tim Burke and Wolfgan Dostmann reiterated their concerns about 
drainage and runoff. Faith Rushford then commented on the impacts the project would have on wildlife.   
 
Dario Guizler commented on changes to the plans and in particular the distance between the northernmost single family 

houses and the existing houses in Shelburne Heights. Guizler and Kate Fournier noted that the proposed houses had 
moved closer to the existing houses. Chris Snyder acknowledged that an earlier site plan had contained an 
error. He added however that under the new plan the distance between the rear lot lines of the proposed 
homes is now separated from the project site property boundary by a distance of 140 feet, where originally 
the distance was 50 feet. 
 

Kate Fournier also asked about the acreage of forested land being cut (Chris Snyder did not have that figure 
available).  Kate went on to say that the area contains areas mapped as wildlife and contains bedrock 
sometimes associated with rare species.  Member Sean MacFaden encouraged a greater degree of clustering 
to mitigate impacts on these resources.  Neighbor Tim Burke concurred and added that it will be difficult for 
the project to blend in as it should with the surrounding areas on Spear Street. Faith Rushford expressed alarm 
about the lack of a transition between the development and surrounding area.  Dario Guizler contrasted the 
size of the proposed lots with the size of lots in the surrounding area.   
 
Member Peg Rosenau asked about the Homeowner Association document and community gardens. Chris 
Snyder touched on aspects of the documents relating to restrictions on tree cutting and lighting. No 
community gardens are planned but residents will be provided with space for raised beds.  Gail Albert made a 



 

 

comment referring to Mr Snyder's narrative's indicating that the design is consistent with existing 
development.   Gail noted that she was unaware of any development in Shelburne in which the rear yards of 
homes fronted on the street.    Gail then asked about the retention of trees along roadways and as part of 
stormwater design. She later suggested that stormwater system design take into account climate change. 
Committee members also discussed the street layout and ultimate location of what we hoped would be a 
more clustered layout of the new development.      Don Rendall encouraged compatibility between the project 
design and the Munroe Brook Flow Restoration plan (FRP). Andy Rowe commented on the relationship 
between the project site and the FRP.  As time available for discussion drew to an end, Michael Regan 
reiterated his views about the importance of managing stormwater. 
 
Gail Albert expressed thanks to all those who attended and took part in the discussion. (Most members of the audience 
departed.) 
 
Others 
 
There was no discussion of other projects. 
 

Conservation Issues: 

Dean Pierce reported that he had made an inquiry regarding one of the conservation projects currently under 
consideration but there is no news to report. 
 

Budget Update: 

Gail Albert reported on the results of the Town meeting day ballot item relating to the Town’s Open Space fund.  The 
measure passed by a wide margin. Gail also mentioned having had a conversation with Josh Dein, new Selectboard 
member, regarding the future of the Open space fund.  Some suggested that changes to the fund should not be 
proposed as part of the November balloting but rather should occur as part of Town meeting day voting. 
 

Updates and Ongoing Committee Business: 

Membership and organization 
 
Gail Albert sought input on the possible timing of the annual organizational meeting.  Dean Pierce indicated that such 
meetings typically take place following the appointment of new members but can occur before.  Gail and other SNRCC 
members also briefly discussed the need to fill vacancies on the committee, which were created by the election of Josh 
Dein to the Selectboard, Joannah Ralston’s resignation, and Rob Scharf’s decision not to seek reappointment to the 
SNRCC.  Susan Moegenburg indicated she knows an individual who might be interested in joining the committee. 
 
Cross Committee Collaboration/Stormwater 
Gail Albert mentioned the SNRCC’s ongoing interest in “cross committee collaboration”--regarding stormwater issues, 
for example.  Susan Moegenburg’s name has been associated with this task. Dean Pierce mentioned there is a session on 
stormwater planned as part of the upcoming Planning Commission meeting.  A number of members of the Committee 
expressed interest in attending the session.  
 
(Joannah Ralston arrived.) 
 
Vermont Railway project 
 
A significant portion of the second half of the meeting was spent discussing the Vermont Railway intermodal project, in 
which members expressed considerable interest.  Thomas Newcomb described some of the benefits of identifying best 



 

 

management practices that might apply to the property under different scenarios.    He also wondered about the 
possibility of inviting an engineer and/or attorney to take part in an executive session regarding the project.  Rob Scharf 
echoed Thomas’s comments, noting that the committee should be prepared in the event there is an “entry point.”   A 
member then suggested that consultant Andres Torrizzo (who has been retained by Crea Lintilhac) be invited to meet 
with the group. Dean Pierce voiced concerns about the use of an executive session to discuss the matter when the 
SNRCC does not have a charge or role defined for it.   Sean MacFaden questioned why there is no forum for the offering 
of legal advice.  Like Dean, Peg Rosenau suggested caution, adding the she is not comfortable making particular 
recommendations without having access to all the available facts.  Joannah Ralston asked why discussion could not take 
place in a public meeting. The need for some restraint was recognized. Thomas offered to receive suggestions regarding 
the railroad property independent of his service on the committee.  As a function of the committee’s activities, he also 
offered to meet with Gail Albert to discuss the planning of an educational session. 
 
Revised Open Space Plan 
 
Joanna Ralston, who will continue to assist even though she no longer serves as a member of the SNRRC, mentioned 
that new photos of Bread and Butter Farm should be taken (owing to the departure of Adam Wilson, who once ran the 
bakery and dairy operation). She also indicated she is working on new maps for the revised plan, while Peg Rosenau and 
Sean MacFaden continue writing.   
 

Development Review, part 2: 

 
The group briefly discussed the process by which it will develop a comment letter regarding the Snyder project. Dean 
Pierce suggested that it might be easier to compose the letter after he has transcribed his meeting notes. He also 
mentioned that because the applicant approached the Committee early in the development-review process there is less 
of a time constraint than usual. It should be possible to finalize the letter at the next meeting.  Don Rendall noted his 
interest in further discussion of viewscapes.   
 
(Susan Moegenburg departed the meeting.) 
 
Rob Scharf commented that the developer is proposing what Rob considers to be generous setbacks.  He added that the 
Committee will need to be specific about the wildlife values the Committee and the town feel are important to protect.   
Gail Albert recognized the potential for the project to be designed more as an extension of the existing neighborhood 
than as new but isolated one.  Sean MacFaden offered that there are relatively few woodlots left in Shelburne and those 
that remain may warrant protection; in this case it might occur through a greater degree of clustering.  Don Rendall 
concurred and suggested that the open space areas should be reshaped so that they provide greater protection to 
wildlife. 
 
Later, Joanna Ralston offered that the Snyder project illustrates important issues relating to neighborhood connectivity 
and could serve as a teaching opportunity. 
 
 

Other: 

 
Gail Albert mentioned that she had been approached by Don Stevens, chief of the Nulhegan band of the Abnaki tribe, 
regarding the location trails in Shelburne.  She may continue to assist him by locating maps showing the location of 
trails. Sean MacFaden and others mentioned maps created by Rocco Antinozzi and the Shelburne Recreation 
department. 
 
 
Thomas Newcomb departed the meeting. 



 

 

 

Adjournment: 

Upon motion by Don Rendall, supported and acclaimed by all, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm. 


