
 

SHELBURNE HISTORIC PRESERVATION & 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

April 28, 2016 

Minutes 
 

 

Members Attending:   
Fritz Horton, Tom Koerner, Ann Milovsoroff, Dorothea Penar, Eileen Warner,  

David Webster 

 

Staff Attending:   
Dean Pierce, Susan Cannizzaro 

 

Others Attending: 
Bill Posey 

 

Call to Order: 

Fritz Horton called the meeting to order at 8:17 a.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  
Dorothea Penar moved to approve the minutes of April 14, 2016.  David Webster 

seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 

Design Review Application DR16-03 - William Posey, 26 Fisher Place (Lot #5), New 

Single Family Home: 
Bill Posey explained that this proposal is for a 1 ½ story single-family home on Lot #5, 

which is directly next to the house currently under construction along Falls Road.  The 

front of the house will face south and the proposed materials will be the same materials as 

approved for the previous two houses (vinyl clapboard style siding, IKO asphalt shingle 

roofing, vinyl corners and Simonton slider windows).  The 2-car garage will have a solid 

raised panel door (no windows).  Mr. Posey added that the siding color has not yet been 

determined. 

 

Dorothea Penar questioned the 2 over 2 windows since this would be a typical farmhouse 

style window and the proposed house is similar to a bungalow style which would 

typically feature windows with multiple panes on top and a solid pane on the bottom.  

Mr. Posey responded that Simonton does not make that pattern in a slider window. 

 

Mr. Horton commented that this house has minimal detail compared to the house next 

door.  He also requested that Mr. Posey provide a catalog cut sheet of the garage door for 

the file. 

 

David Webster stated that the fenestration on the north and east elevations is not balanced 

and questioned if additional windows could be added and/or relocated.  Mr. Posey 

responded that because of the floor plan this will be difficult, but following discussion, he 
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agreed to add a small 2 over 2 window on the north elevation in the master bedroom 

closet.  In addition, in response to Mr. Horton’s comment about the lack of detailing, the 

gable ends will be extended to 2’ and decorative detailing and brackets will be added to 

the gable above the garage.  Revised elevation sketches were submitted at the meeting for 

these changes.  Any other changes or additional exterior detailing shall be reviewed by 

the HP&DRC at a later date. 

 

The proposed landscaping was briefly discussed, but exact details are yet to be 

determined.  Ann Milovsoroff suggested the use of service berry trees.  It was agreed that 

the applicant will return with a detailed plan once it has been established. 

 
Dorothea Penar moved to recommend approval of the single-family family home on Lot 

#5 Fisher Place with the following conditions: 

 

1.)  Applicant shall return to the HP&DRC for any detail changes to the exterior of 

the building;   

2.)  Applicant shall return to the HP&DRC with details of the landscaping plan; 

3.) Applicant shall include photographs of each elevation with the Certificate of 

Occupancy application. 

 

David Webster seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 

Design Review Application DR16-04 – William Posey, 15 Fisher Place (FKA 516 

Falls Road), Demolition of Existing Structure: 
Bill Posey is requesting approval to demolish the existing structure known as the 

Fisher house at 15 Fisher Place (FKA 516 Falls Road).  He stated that the house is 

unfit and unsafe.  Devin Coleman from the Vermont Division for Historic 

Preservation inspected the house last spring and provided Dean Pierce with a letter 

summarizing his findings, a copy of which was previously emailed to the HP&DR 

Commissioners and copies were distributed at the meeting.  The correspondence 

states that there are only a couple of historic interior features remaining which 

include some doors and window and door trim, and that the exterior is in fair/poor 

condition.  It further states that in Devin’s opinion,  the house lacks historic and/or 

architectural significance to be individually listed in the State’s Register of Historic 

Places, and the surrounding area does not constitute a historic district due to a lack of 

a significant concentration of buildings that are united historically.  The house, is 

however, listed in the Historic Sites and Structures Survey. 

 

At this time, Mr. Posey does not have a redevelopment plan, which is a requirement 

of the Bylaw for the demolition of historic structures.  Bill commented that he hopes 

to reuse part of the red rock foundation to make a small wall on the property.   

 

Tom Koerner and David Webster left the meeting. 
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Following additional discussion, Dorothea Penar moved to continue the application 

requesting that the applicant provide a redevelopment plan.  Ann Milovsoroff seconded 

the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 

Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items & Other Business: 
Dean Pierce reported that the Selectboard approved the Form Based Zoning at their 

meeting on Tuesday night.  It will become effective in 21 days. 

 

Dean also reported that there is a new Chair of the Planning Commission and the 

Commission will be setting priorities for the coming year.  The first draft includes 

addressing infill in the village. 

 

Ann Milovsoroff reviewed suggested edits to Brandy Saxton’s most recent draft of the 

Design Guidelines.  She still has an issue with the use of “feasible” vs. “possible” 

throughout the document.  After a brief discussion, the majority of the members agreed 

that “feasible” should remain.  The first public meeting to review the updated Design 

Guidelines will be the second Thursday in June in conjunction with the Planning 

Commission meeting. 

 

Adjournment: 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Cannizzaro 


