
Shelburne Natural Resources and Conservation Committee 

Draft Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

 

Attendance: 

Members Attending 

Gail Albert (Chair), Sean MacFaden (Vice Chair), Peg Rosenau, Susan Moegenburg, Don Rendall, Bonnie 

Christie, Michael Abrams, Kyle Bergeron (student member). 

 

Staff Attending 

Dean Pierce 

 

Others Attending 

Dorothy Pellett, Andres Torrizo 

 

Call to Order: 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Chair Gail Albert. 

 

Review and Approve Agenda: 

 

Approval of the agenda was moved by Bonnie Christie, seconded by Peg Rosenau, and approved 

unanimously. 

 

Review and Approve Minutes 

 

Approval of minutes was moved by Peg Rosenau, seconded by Sean MacFaden, and approved 

unanimously. 

 

Public Comment (for issues not on agenda): 

 

None 

 

Committee Reorganization: 

 

Gail Albert was nominated for Chair and approved unanimously.  Don Rendall was nominated for Vice 

Chair and approved unanimously. 

 

Water Quality and Stormwater Issues: 

 

As part of the committee’s ongoing interest in water quality and stormwater prevention and mitigation, 

Andres Torrizo, a consulting hydrologist, described his experiences with these issues in Shelburne and 

other municipalities in Chittenden County.  Chloride from winter application of rock salt to roads, 

parking lots, and other surfaces is damaging to aquatic committees in rivers, streams, and, ultimately, 



Lake Champlain.  The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources will begin listing streams impaired by 

chloride, which will eventually lead to the establishment of total maximum daily load (TMDL) standards.  

Andres is currently collecting chloride samples in the LaPlatte River; this information will be used to 

develop baseline data for monitoring chloride pollution over time.  Because chloride stays dissolved as a 

solution in water, it passes through stormwater retention structures; there is no way to contain chloride 

once it has been applied or spilled. 

 

Andres also described how pervious pavement can help reduce stormwater runoff by permitting more 

ground infiltration than traditional pavement.  However, the pores in pervious surfaces will be filled by 

sand and particulate matter if they are not regularly maintained.  Typical maintenance is performed by a 

truck that vacuums the particulates and other debris. 

 

Bonnie Christie explained that she recently viewed two movies that very effectively illustrate the 

necessity and challenges of maintaining water quality:  “Our Lake, Our Lives” and “What’s Your Water 

Mark.”  She suggested that the committee, perhaps in combination with other town committee and 

boards, sponsor a viewing of “What’s Your Water Mark” in Shelburne.  Susan Moegenburg made a 

motion to proceed with initial planning of this event; it was seconded by Don Rendall and approved 

unanimously. 

 

Don Rendall described a recent Planning Commission meeting at which a model stormwater bylaw 

developed by the Vermont League of Cities and Towns was discussed.  The bylaw could help towns 

strengthen their zoning regulations that focus on stormwater prevention.  In particular, it suggests new 

best management practices that replace channelization to large stormwater retention ponds with 

smaller, more numerous localized retention devices and techniques.  The model bylaw could be a topic 

of discussion during a proposed cross-committee meeting that would focus on stormwater issues. 

 

Development Review: 

 

Betsy Rich Subdivision 

 

Dean Pierce mentioned that a pre-application conference has been held between town staff and 

representatives for Betsy Rich, who owns an 86-acre lot on Irish Hill Rd.  The project would entail a 9-lot 

Planned Urban Development in the town’s Rural Zone.  More information will be available when a 

sketch plan is submitted for review to the Development Review Board. 

 

Kwiniaska Golf Course Subdivision 

 

Dean Pierce described that the Development Review Board has not yet announced a decision on the 

sketch plan submitted by Snyder Homes. 

 

Others 

 

No discussion of other projects. 

 



Updates and Ongoing Committee Business: 

 

CBC Form 

 

Gail Albert explained that she has drafted a committee response to the CBC form, which she had 

previously submitted individually to each member via e-mail.  She has received a set of suggested edits, 

so she will now revise the draft and re-submit it to committee.  Dean Pierce reminded the committee 

that the CBC form has been expanded to include new questions about diversity and budgeting.  Gail 

Albert stated her belief that the draft report already emphasizes the committee’s longstanding 

commitment to a diversity of opinions, backgrounds, and professional skills.  The committee discussed 

the CBS Form question that asks what, if necessary, would the committee cut from its budget or the 

overall town budget.  The committee acknowledged the Selectboard’s difficult task of balancing many 

competing demands in the town’s annual budget but could not identify any obvious items that should 

be cut in a hypothetical budget downsizing. 

 

Peg Rosenau departed at 9:00pm. 

 

Membership 

 

Susan Moegenburg knows a resident who may be interested in applying the committee’s open seat and 

will contact this individual. 

 

Vermont Railway Project 

 

Dean Pierce explained that the hearing in U.S. District Court is still ongoing. 

 

Open Space Plan 

 

Sean MacFaden explained that Joannah Ralston has completed a draft of the plan, which will now be 

copyedited. 

 

Cross-committee Collaboration on Trails 

 

No discussion; this item was deferred to next meeting, in June. 

 

Conservation Issues 

 

No discussion. 

 

Other: 

 

The committee discussed how the town should recognize the efforts of Jim Pease, an environmental 

scientist with the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources.  Jim has worked diligently to fund stormwater 

remediation projects that directly benefit Shelburne.  Options for recognizing Jim include a letter from 



the town to the Agency of Natural Resources and a nomination for meritorious service through a 

professional organization.   Susan Moegenburg made a motion to recognize Jim, at minimum, in a letter; 

Michael seconded and the committee approved the motion unanimously. 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Upon motion by Bonnie Christie, seconded by Don Rendall, the meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 

 

  

 


