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Natural Resources and Conservation Meeting 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016  

 

Attendance:   
Members Attending  
Gail Albert (Chair), Peg Rosenau, Susan Moegenburg, Bonnie Christie, Michael Abrams, Kyle Bergeron (student member).  
Staff Attending  

Dean Pierce 
Others Attending  

Dave Marshall, Betsy Rich, Joannah Ralston 

 

Call to Order:  

The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM by Chair Gail Albert. 

 

Review and approve Agenda:  

Approval of the Agenda was moved by Michael Abrams, seconded by Susan Moegenburg, and approved unanimously. 

 

Review and approve Minutes:  

Upon motion by Peg Rosenau, seconded by Bonnie Christie, the minutes for the meeting on June 9 were approved. 

 

Public Comment (for issues not on agenda): 

None. 

 

Development Review: 
 
Betsy Rich property 
  
Property owner Betsy Rich and engineer David Marshall met with the group to discuss a residential subdivision being 
considered for an 86 acre parcel at the corner of Irish Hill Road and Dorset Street.  Maps were distributed and any facets 
of the project were discussed. Dave Marshall and  Betsy Rich departed the meeting. 
 
Kwiniaska project 
 
Gail Albert provided a brief update on the outcome of the sketch plan hearing. 
 
Ewing project 
 
Dean Pierce provided a brief overview of the proposed resubdivision of properties located north of Shelburne Pond and 
south of Cheesefactory Road. 
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New Village Farm project. 
 
Dean Pierce provided a brief overview of the proposed resubdivision of a the so-called New Village farm property 
between Bay Road and Harbor Road. The property is subject to an agricultural easement held by the Vermont Land 
Trust. 
 
 

Conservation issues: 

Gail Albert provided a brief update regarding the Barr Farm conservation project. 
 
 

Updates and Ongoing Committee Business: 

 
Revised Open Space Plan 
 
Peg Rosenau and former member Joannah Ralston described Joannah’s proposal to reprogram the funds budgeted for 
printing of the Open Space plan. Joannah is advocating that $2000 be used to pay for the services of an editor, Leslie 
Wright.  There was extensive discussion, during which some concerns were expressed. The group resolved to hold a 
special meeting at 8 am on Wednesday, June 15.  Joannah departed the meeting. 
 
CBC form 
 
The committee discussed the latest draft of the committee’s response to the CBC questionnaire, which has been 
updated by Chair Gail Albert.  The group identified the need to add text relating to committee recommendations in the 
event of a budget cut and a budget increase.  Susan Moegenburg moved that the draft be approved, with text drafted by 
Gail to be added to address the question regarding changes in budget.  The motion was seconded by Peg Rosenau and 
approved unanimously. 
 
Vermont Railway project 
 
Dean Pierce provided a brief update on the status the Vermont Railway case. 
 
Water Matters/ Cross Committee Collaboration/Stormwater 
 
Bonnie Christie distributed a handout and described her interest in screening a film and water quality and coordinating a 
multi part series highlighting Shelburne’s natural and cultural heritage.  (Comparisons drawn to the PLACE program 
carried out in Shelburne in the early 2000s.) Members discussion the idea. They also discussed how the event might 
relate to the so-called Stormwater Summit.   Bonnie mentioned her plans to attend the upcoming Planning Commission 
meeting, at which discussion of the stormwater summit is expected to take place. Susan Moegenburg suggested adding 
Lewis Creek Association to the list of possible partner organizations.   

 

Other: 

Earth Charter 
Michael Abrams described his interest in having the group discuss and promote the Earth Charter.  Copies of the Charter 
were distributed, and Michael provided a brief overview of the document.  The group agreed the topic deserves more 
extensive discussion.  Bonnie Christie moved that the topic be included on a future meeting agenda. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 
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Other  
 
Dean Pierce and Gail Albert briefed the group on the effort to gain recognition for Jim Pease.  Jim’s name has been 
submitted to receive recognition by the Agency of Natural Resources. 
 
 

Adjournment: 

Upon motion by Susan Moegenburg, seconded by Peg Rosenau, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:25 pm. 


