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Town of Shelburne, Vermont 
 
 

MINUTES 
Special Water Commission Meeting 

July 12, 2016 
Shelburne Town Office, 5420 Shelburne Road, Meeting Room #2 

 
 

1. Call to Order – John Schold called the meeting to order at 5:05 pm 
  

2. Consider Approval of the Agenda – Motion by Mike Regan, Seconded by John Schold, Roll Call 
Vote: Passed 5-0. 

 
3. Citizen Participation and Public Comments – Four representatives from Wake Robin were 

present. 
 

4. Consider Approving Expenditure for Installing Water Pressure Monitoring System for Spear 
Street Line – Water Superintendent, Rick Lewis, said he spoke to Joe Duncan at CWD, who met 
with South Burlington’s Water Superintendent about cost sharing for the SCADA equipment. 
South Burlington is not interested. Rick is also waiting to hear what the pressure ranges for alerts 
are to ensure that staff is not called out for false alarms. Mike Regan said the cost of paying 
overtime if someone gets called out at night wouldn’t be worth it. Pete Gadue said it would be a 
mistake not to purchase the equipment; he thinks the $7,000 or so would be worth it. Lewis said 
he doesn’t think it will save us any money. Pete Gadue motioned to consider purchase of the 
SCADA equipment, John Schold seconded. Failed 4-1 Roll Call. 
 

5. Consider Amending Water Department Connection Fees – Mike Regan asked Finance Director 
Peter Frankenburg to explain the formula for the capacity fee. Frankenburg explained that the 
capacity fee is meant to help offset capital costs that current users have been paying for all along. 
This includes depreciation costs, which auditors always suggest that towns fund. He said it also 
looks at the cost of future projects in the Capital Improvement Plan, such as the Route 7 line 
replacement and the capacity of tanks. Town Manager Joe Colangelo said it will be a similar 
process as wastewater and the calculation will need to be updated every year. Diane McCarthy, 
Attorney for Wake Robin, asked if the fee would be based on the requested allocation. Colangelo 
said it is based on the State of Vermont Water Supply Division guidelines. Lewis said the 
allocation request number is what the capacity fee is based on. McCarthy asked if there will be a 
process for considering special circumstances such as their operation of their own water system. 
Colangelo replied that the amended water connection fee policy was written to be non-negotiable 
so that it didn’t ever become a subjective process. McCarthy asked if anyone else in town operates 
their own separate water system. Lewis said Shelburne Farms does. John Schold motioned to 
adopt the amended water department connection fee with the edit “and to those increasing” 
(initialed on document) as presented, seconded by Mike Regan. Passed 4-1 Roll Call. 
 

6. Consider Endorsing Letter to DRB on Wake Robin Phase 3 Water Connection Charges – Joe 
Colangelo explained that this letter is consistent with what the Water Commission has discussed. 
Diane McCarthy said she has questions on the legal part of the letter. She said that Wake Robin 
has made their position clear about linking the water tank to the Phase 3 project. She said they 
also are opposed to the DRB ruling on the water ordinance instead of the zoning bylaws. She said 
that Eric Dalen, the Project Manager for the Phase 3 project would like to talk about that. Dalen 
said that Wake Robin would still like to explore alternate, more cost effective options. Rick Lewis 
said that so far, the town has not seen anything that it would approve. He said the Aquastore tank 
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is the type of tank that is needed. Water Commission Chair, John Schold, said that he wants to 
establish that other options have been discussed, however, they were simply not acceptable. Mike 
Regan motioned to approve the letter to the DRB on Wake Robin Phase 3 Dated July 12, 2016 as 
presented, seconded by John Schold. Passed 4-1 Roll Call. 
 

7. Consider Endorsing Letter to DRB on Proposed Kwiniaska Development Project – Joe Colangelo 
said the letter regarding the Kwiniaska project is the same concept as the previous letter and was 
prepared in light of the new on the record review process. He said he thinks this will be the first of 
many conversations with the DRB regarding this project. He said the letter is just meant to alert 
the DRB to the issue with the Spear Street water line. Mike Regan motioned to approve the letter 
to the DRB on the proposed Kwiniaska development project dated July 12, 2016 as presented, 
seconded by Mike Abrams. Passed 4-1 Roll Call. 

 
8. Adjourn – John Schold motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mike Regan. The meeting was adjourned 

at 5:55 pm. 
  
 ⃰ Decision Item 

• Times allotted to each agenda item are approximate and may vary depending on the discussion. 
 
Reasonable accommodations shall be provided upon request to ensure that this meeting is accessible to all individuals 
regardless of disability 




