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Natural Resources and Conservation Meeting 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016  

Attendance:   
Members Attending  
Gail Albert (Chair), Sean MacFaden, Peg Rosenau, Don Rendall, Bonnie Christie, Michael Abrams, Kyle Bergeron (student 
member).  
Staff Attending  

Dean Pierce 

Others Attending  

Jennifer Desautels, PE (by phone) 

Call to Order:  

The meeting was called to order at 7:33PM by Chair Gail Albert. 

Review and approve Agenda:  

Approval of the Agenda was moved by Peg Rosenau, seconded by Don Rendall, and approved unanimously. 

Review and approve Minutes:  

Upon motion by Peg Rosenau, seconded by Sean MacFaden, the minutes for the meeting on June 8 were approved. 

Public Comment (for issues not on agenda): 

None. 

Development Review: 
 
Linka Lee-Ewing Farm Trust 
  
Jennifer Desautels, PE, participating by phone, provided a brief overview of the proposed resubdivision of the so-called 
Lee and Ewing Farm Trust parcels. The properties located north of Shelburne Pond and south of Cheesefactory Road.  
The owner of the Lee property wishes to modify a parcel currently divided by a municipal boundary.  To create a 
conforming lot located entirely within the Town of Shelburne, an area of approximately 7 acres would be moved from 
the Ewing Farm Trust property to the Lee property. The portion of the Lee property located in South Burlington would 
become a free standing lot. The owner of the Lee property has no plans for further development. Subdivision of the 
modified Lee property would not be possible because the total area would be less than 10 acres (the minimum required 
to create two lots).  The committee expressed no substantive concerns regarding the proposal.  (I.e., no committee 
comments were developed.) Jennifer Desautels, PE, left the meeting at 7:55 pm. 
 
New Village Farm  
 
Dean Pierce provided a brief overview of the proposed resubdivision of the so-called New Village farm property, which is 
located between Bay Road and Harbor Road. Copies of the plan were distributed. The proposal involves dividing a parcel 
of approximate 114 acres into two parcels. The larger parcel (lot 3.0) would be approximately 99 acres in size, while the 
smaller parcel (lot 3.1) would be approximately 15 acres in size. Lot 3.1 would continue to be used by the operators of 
One Mitten Farm; lot 3.0 would continue to be used by the operators of New Village Farm.  The proposal also involves a 
reconfiguration of access across the area making up lot 3.1.  Dean explained that the bulk of the property is subject to an 
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agricultural easement held by the Vermont Land Trust (VLT), which was acquired with financial assistance from the Town 
of Shelburne Open Space fund.  The easement governs, among other things, the number of times the land may be 
resubdivided.  VLT Staff have indicated their organization concurs with the proposal. Sean MacFaden remarked about 
long-ago-discussed-but-never- realized plans for a residence on the property (near the historic quarry). He also 
mentioned similar plans for a bicycle path in the area. Sean commented that if VLT is supportive of the proposal he 
would see that as evidence the proposal is acceptable.  The group as a whole agreed with that sentiment. (I.e., no 
committee comments were developed.) 
 
Koerner project 
 
Dean Pierce provided a plan sheet and offered a brief overview of the project, which involves a planned driveway 
relocation and a boundary adjustment involving three separate lots.  He then explained that because some of the area 
affected by the boundary adjustment is subject to an “open space agreement” (which is akin to an easement, in this case 
one benefitting the Town) the Town manager (working on behalf of the Selectboard) is involved.  Dean and Gail Albert 
explained that Joe Colangelo had emailed Gail seeking her input or that of the Committee.  In brief, under the proposal, 
the Town would authorize a change in the area subject to the open space agreement. One small (< 5000 square foot) 
area would be excluded from the agreement, and a different area of equal size would be added.  According to the ANR 
Natural Resource Atlas neither area contains mapped resources. Following considerable discussion the Committee 
identified three conditions it would attach to Town involvement in the project: 
1) The areas of existing driveway designated “To be removed” must be excavated and gravel used to create the 

driveway in these segments removed; 
2) These areas must be revegetated, with soils amended and seeded as required to insure revegetation; 
3) Gravel excavated shall not be stockpiled on the property but may be used to construct the relocated driveway.  
Bonnie Christie moved that the SNRCC Chair be authorized to communicate the Committee’s recommendations to Joe 
Colangelo via email or letter. The motion was seconded by Don Rendall. A vote was taken and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Wake Robin  
 
Dean Pierce reported that the Final Plan application for the project had been received and will be discussed by the DRB 
on July 20.  Gail Albert briefly summarized the Committee’s previous discussions relating to the project.  No additional 
committee comments were discussed or developed. 
 
Kwiniaska project 
 
Dean Pierce shared that the developer (Snyder Company) had submitted a request for reconsideration to the DRB, and 
the DRB had agreed during a special meeting to reopen the hearing.  Gail Albert wondered if the developers had 
submitted or could submit revised plans.  Dean indicated that no new plans had been received by the Town but it is 
possible they would be received in the future. Gail asked about the notice requirements associated with a reopened 
hearing. Dean responded they are the same as other hearings. 
 
Vermont Railway  
 
Dean Pierce noted that the Town is currently considering its options. 
 

Open Space Plan editing 

Gail Albert reported that editor Leslie Wright had declined the opportunity to sign a contract to revise the Open Space 
Plan. Gail is attempting to locate another editor to do the work.  She has emailed a lead given her by Joannah Ralston 
(no response), posted a message in Front Porch Forum (limited response thus far), and is seeking other contacts.  She 
wondered if the group will need to consider a “plan b.”  Peg Rosenau commented on the type of material that might be 
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added to the draft plan (previously included but removed).  Gail offered similar comments, highlighting the project 
evaluation form and criteria that make a property “highly conservable.”  She also suggested that work on the Open 
Space plan might be the subject of a special meeting.  Discussion will continue. 
 

Earth Charter 

Michael Abrams reiterated his interest in having the group promote the Earth Charter, which he noted was drafted by a 
Middlebury College professor and has some very significant Shelburne connections.  (For example, when first created, 
the document was hand carried from Shelburne Farms to New York City.)  In particular, he would like to see the charter 
adopted by the Town on Town Meeting day.  Several communities in Vermont have already done so, although few in 
recent years. Additional copies of the Charter were distributed, and Michael provided a brief overview of the document.  
Members of the group expressed support for the goals of the charter but agreed the topic deserves more extensive 
discussion. Bonnie Christie wondered about the practical impact adoption of the Charter has had. (Michael responded it 
sets the stage for future decisions.) Gail Albert commented on possible reaction of the Selectboard and explained that 
Selectboard support would be a major factor in having the document included as a ballot item.  Sean MacFaden 
commented on the possibility of a non binding vote taken at the end of the meeting on Town meeting day.   Michael 
indicated he would discuss the matter with Town Moderator Tom Little. He will also share copies of a chapter in his 
graduate thesis, which discusses various aspects of the Charter.  The group agreed to continue discussion at future 
meetings. 
 

Conservation issues: 

None. 
 

Planning and Zoning issues: 

The group discussed the Stormwater Summit, which has been scheduled for September 22.  Dean Pierce provided a brief 
overview of the agenda, which as finalized by the Town Manager focuses on municipal obligations relating to 
stormwater.  Bonnie Christie offered that the impact of the summit might be enhanced by showings of “What’s your 
watermark?” prior to the event.  The group voiced support for Bonnie’s efforts to screen the film and encouraged her to 
continue working with library director Lara Keenan. The group also discussed the possibility of showing clips as part of a 
Shelburne Day display. 
 

Updates and Ongoing Committee Business: 

 
Committee membership 
 
Gail Albert noted that the Committee currently has a vacancy. To date Susan Moegenburg’s lead has not resulted in a 
formal request to the Selectboard. 
 
Town Committees Workshop 
 
No progress to report. Dean Pierce mentioned that the ethics training session planned for the fall, if successful, could 
serve a template for a town committee workshop, since members of all committees are expected to take part in ethics 
training. 
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Shelburne Day 
 
The group reiterated its interest in participating in Shelburne Day.  Gail will contact Colleen Haag. 
 

Other Business: 

 
Date of next meeting 
 
Because several members will be away on the date of the group’s regularly scheduled August meeting (August 10th), the 
group discussed alternative dates. Members agreed to hold a special meeting on August 29th. The meeting will start at 6 
pm and pizza will be served. There will be no meeting on the 10th 
 
Other  
 
Bonnie Christie briefly commented on the Solar siting ordinance. 
 

Adjournment: 

Upon motion by Bonnie Christie, seconded by Don Rendall, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm. 


