
 

TOWN OF SHELBURNE 

BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

August 1, 2016 

     DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Tom Little (Chairman); David Webster, Dennis Bowen, 

Carrol “Bud” Ockert, Marsett Ockert, George Schiavone, 

Gary von Stange, Josh Dein, John Kerr, Lee Suskin, 

Jennifer Leopold, Susan Holson. 

ADMINISTRATION: Colleen Haag, Town Clerk. 

OTHERS PRESENT: None. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Tom Little called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

 

3. REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES 
February 8, 2016 

MOTION by Gary von Stange, SECOND by Dennis Bowen, to approve the minutes 

of February 8, 2016 with correction of the name “Susan Aichroth”. VOTING: all 

ayes except three abstentions (David Webster, Josh Dein, Susan Holson); motion 

carried. 
 

4. SIGN OATH PRIOR TO HEARING GRIEVANCES 
The members in attendance signed the oath. 

 

5. TAX APPEALS TO BE HEARD 
Chairman Little noted receipt of the letter from the attorney representing the property 

owner of 190 Lands End Lane, dated 7/13/16, and that the letter is addressed to the Board 

of Assessors rather than the Board of Civil Authority. Mr. Little said the error is a 

technical error and should not hinder proceeding as a proper appeal to the Board of Civil 

Authority. 

 

There was discussion of possible meeting dates to hear the appeal, do a site inspection, 

and hear the report of the site committee.  Dates under consideration include 8/26/16 for 

the appeal hearing/9/1916 for the committee report or 9/19/16 for the appeal 

hearing/10/3/16 for the committee report. Colleen Haag will poll the members to 

determine the best set of dates and email the results. 

 

6. APPROVE BALLOT CLERKS & VOLUNTEERS AFTER ELECTION 

 WRITE-INS FOR 8/9/16 PRIMARY 
Colleen Haag noted there was difficulty securing clerks and volunteers for the primary 

vote in the middle of summer due to conflicts with vacations. Volunteer counters will be 

needed for the write-in votes. Colleen Haag said students from CVU will be involved in 
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the Presidential election in some manner (perhaps handing out ballots) as a learning 

experience. 

 

MOTION by Bud Ockert, SECOND by David Webster, to approve the slate of 

ballot clerks for the 8/9/16 primary election as presented. VOTING: unanimous; 

motion carried. 

 

7. OTHER BUSINESS 
BCA Rules of Procedure 

Copies of the Rules of Procedure were provided to the members present. Available 

through the Secretary of State is the “Handbook on Property Tax Assessment Appeals” 

and a guide on abatements. 

 

Results of Appeal of BCA Decision 

Dennis Bowen suggested review of any appeals of BCA decisions would be a valuable 

learning experience for board members. There was mention of past cases that may be 

helpful for reference with the current appeal before the board. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by David Webster, SECOND by Bud Ockert, to adjourn the meeting. 

VOTING: unanimous; motion carried. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM. 
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