
Paths Committee Meeting Notes 
October 24, 2016 

  
Members attending: Wendy Saville, Chris Trapeni, Susan Dunning, Joplin James,  
Staff attending: Dean Pierce 
Public: Peter Keating, Kate Lalley, Pam Brangan, Nate Brangan 
  
Executive Summary: 
The paths committee was treated to a discussion about the Active Transportation Plan by Peter 
Keating of the CCRPC.  He is looking for feedback on this plan.  The plan is available here: 
http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/regional-bikeped-plan/ 
A local scout approached us for ideas about an Eagle Scout project.  We mentioned a few trails 
that could get built and will get him in touch with Gail Albert.  The trails were adding switchbacks 
to the Allen Hill trail, clearing the Nature Conservancy trail at the Laplatte and delineating the 
trail to the town slips.  We also discussed the progress on the Shelburne Heights trails and the 
completion of the Bay Rd underpass study.  We need to have committee elections at our next 
meeting on November 14. 
 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by at 7:07 pm. 
 
CCRPC Presentation 
Peter Keating presented the Active Transportation Plan (ATP).   Dean noted that these 
presentations are usually made to sympathetic groups like bike and pedestrian committee.  He 
asked about how this presentation is received by other groups.  He mentioned the North Ave 
project - Burlington residents are strongly divided about this project. He said that people 
opposed to bike/ped infrastructure often don’t listen to the benefits like health and economic. 
CCRPC does polls and bike/ped infrastructure often polls near the top of all resident’s priority, 
even above public transportation.  Connectivity is also important.  In the ATP, there is no 
differentiation between on road lane versus off road path, they are just noting where a path is 
needed.  There is no regional plan for walking - that is left to the local municipalities.  Bicycling 
is regional since many people cycle between communities.  The new map includes the 
recommended network.  Every path is categorized by priority and feasibility.    The map has 
been out for a month and they have received feedback.  Some negative, but most positive. 
They are now reaching out for community feedback.  The feedback period was originally going 
to end last week, but now its extended to mid Nov or Dec1.  They have used FPF and local 
bike/ped committees to get feedback.  Susan mentioned local papers and he agrees that is a 
good idea to reach more people.  During Jan or Feb he will present it to his board and hopefully 
get it approved.  Here is the current plan: 
http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/regional-bikeped-plan/ 
 
Kate mentioned connectivity is not just commuting from one town to Burlington, but also town to 
town such as Shelburne to Williston.  We talked about commuting to Burlington from Shelburne. 

http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/regional-bikeped-plan/
http://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/our-plans/regional-bikeped-plan/


There are some residents who aren’t comfortable with biking on Rt7 and other who don’t want to 
bike uphill to Spear St.  The RR would be ideal, but the likelihood of that happening is very low. 
 
Susan asked how CCRPC got involved with Bay Rd Underpass.  Selectboard asked for their 
input. 
 
Peter left at 8pm 
 
Approval of Minutes: Chris moved that the minutes for the August meeting be approved, Joplin 
seconded. The minutes were approved. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  
Wendy moves to approve agenda.  Agenda approved 
 
Eagle Scout Project 
Nate Brangan is looking for a scout project.  He needs to make something that helps the 
community.  Past scouts have built bridges and created blankets for COTS.  He doesn’t have 
the time to do a bridge.  Marc brought up Allen Hill trails - very steep and lots of erosion.  He is 
interested in paths.  Susan asked about a path along the RR near her house.  She sees many 
kids walking on the tracks in that area.  Dean says that area along the RR is limited.  Dean says 
NRC has some say over that area.  Pam thought about a trail assessment of existing trails. 
Joplin mentioned the north Laplatte (behind Zen).  Susan mentioned the other laplatte 
conservation area across from fishing access.  That isn’t town, its Nature Conservancy.  Nate 
mentioned a possible connection from this area to the Ti Haul path, but Dean said he would 
need TNC permission.  He would need to talk to Gail Albers.  How about invasive removal?  He 
is more interested in building or restoring a trail.  Wendy brought up the trail to the town slips. 
Many braids.  It would be good to delineate this better.  Dean agrees.  Marc says to talk to Gail. 
Allen Hill, “marina” and TNC trail are the three possible trails.  Marc will email Gail and cc Nate. 
 
Pam and Nate left at 8:20 
 
Connector 
Wendy talked about the Shelburne Heights connector.  Clearing was done.  One tree was cut 
that was larger than 4”, but it was already down and simply cleared.  There was some minor 
objection to this tree being cut.  Another objection was the starting location on Pierson.  One 
neighbor believes it is on her property.  Joe is working on this issue. 
 
Bay Rd underpass 
There will be a Selectboard meeting on Tue Oct 25.  Starts at 6pm with Bay Rd local concerns, 
not just underpass.  7pm then is regular business and hearing on the traffic change.  Sai’s 
report is non committal.  Joe will not aggressively push for this.  Dean feels like those against 
will be present and vocal.  If we are in support of the change, we need to also speak up.  Marc 
hopes that this change ties in to John Kerr’s push for Bay rd updates.  Not sure about the rest of 



the Selectboard.  The Shelburne Police Department will also present their recommendation. 
Sai’s recommendation was to have a police presence during Shelburne Farms event.  Ideally 
this would be controlled by a light that would allow one way traffic at certain times.  Wendy 
mentioned how great of an improvement this is for pedestrians. 
 
Map Status 
 
Marc talked about passing on pushing the map further due to time.  Chris mentioned private 
trails.  Marc would like to move on other tasks like Bylaws. 
 
Election 
We need to do it soon.  Two options.  Marc is burned out, anyone else want to step up?  If no 
one does, he would only support others to be point on projects.  We will postpone election until 
Rocco and Kevin make the meeting 
 
Planning Retreat 
Marc would like to dedicate an entire meeting for a long term meeting possibly in Jan/Feb. 
 
Nov meeting: 
 
Nov 14 
 
Adjournment.  Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:00. 
  
  
 THE WRITTEN MINUTES ARE A SYNOPSIS OF DISCUSSION AT THE MEETING.  MOTIONS ARE AS STATED BY THE MOTION MAKER. 
MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE SHELBURNE BIKE AND PED PATHS COMMITTEE. CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
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